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SPEECH FOR MR. RYAN AT OPENING OF RUSSIAN PHOTOGRAPHY EXH IB IT ION 
EDMUND WRIGHT HOUSE. MAY 10 1 9 7 4 . 
MR. E L L I O T , MR. YUSHIN , LADIES AND GENTLEMEN. 
THANK YOU FOR INV IT ING ME TO OPEN THIS E X H I B I T I O N OF PHOTOGRAPHS 
FROM THE SOVIET UNION. 
THIS IS THE F IRST TIME SUCH AN EXH IB IT ION HAS BEEN MOUNTED 
IN ADELA IDE , G IV ING ORDINARY AUSTRALIANS A GLIMPSE INTO THE 
WAY OF L I F E OF THE 220 MILL ION PEOPLE WHO L I V E IN THE SOVIET 
UNION. FOR TOO LONG, WE HAVE BEEN IGNORANT OF CONDITIONS IN 
THE U . S . S . R . WE KNOW THAT IT IS ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL 
NATIONS IN THE WORLD TODAY AND THAT WHATEVER HAPPENS IN RUSSIA 
HAS ENORMOUS INFLUENCE BEYOND ITS BORDERS. 
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BUT OFTEN, OUR KNOWLEDGE STOPS THERE . WE KNOW L I T T L E ABOUT 
THE DAY-TO-DAY L I F E OF THE PEOPLE . WE HAVE L I T T L E UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE MANY CULTURES THAT MAKE UP THE SOVIET STATE . 
THIS EXH IB IT ION WILL GO SOME WAY TOWARDS INCREASING OUR 
KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING. IT SHOWS ORDINARY RUSSIANS 
AT WORK AND P L A Y ; IT SHOWS THE CHILDREN AT SCHOOL AND THE 
WORKERS AT THEIR OFF ICES OR FACTORIES . THERE ARE P ICTURES 
OF THE C I T I E S AND THE COUNTRYSIDE. MANY PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OF 
THE SPLENDID BUILDINGS AND SQUARES THAT ARE SUCH AN ADMIRED 
FEATURE OF RUSSIAN ARCHITECTURE. AND THERE ARE PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF FEST IVALS AND OF PEOPLE IN THEIR NATIONAL COSTUMES. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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THEY POINT V IV IDLY TO THE FACT THAT RUSSIA I S A UNIQUE 
COMBINATION OF EAST AND WEST. THAT IT ENCOMPASSES DIVERSE 
CULTURES FROM THE FAR EAST TO CENTRAL EUROPE. 
TECHNICALLY , THE PHOTOGRAPHS ARE OF A SUPERB QUAL ITY . THE 
RUSSIANS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN KNOWN AS PIONEERS IN THE ART OF 
PHOTOGRAPHY AND THIS EXH IB IT ION WILL SHOW THAT THEY DESERVE 
THEIR REPUTATION AS GREAT ARTISTS OF. THE CAMERA. 
I WOULD L I K E TO CONGRATULATE THE ART GALLERY OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
AND THE A U S T R A L I A - U . S . 5 . R . SOCIETY FOR MOUNTING THIS 
E X H I B I T I O N . 
THE AUSTRALIA - U . S . S . R . SOCIETY E X I S T S TO PROMOTE PEACE AND 
FRIENDLY RELATIONS BETWEEN OURSELVES AND THE RUSSIAN P E O P L E . 
WE IN THE GOVERNMENT SUPPORT THESE AIMS WHOLEHEARTEDLY AND 
WILL ALWAYS ASS IST PUBL IC A C T I V I T I E S THAT PROMOTE INTERNATIONAL 
UNDERSTANDING. 
THIS NOTABLE E X H I B I T I O N DESERVES EVERY SUCCESS AND I HAVE 
GREAT PLEASURE IN NOW DECLARING IT OPEN.. 
Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
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